





Boeing 727-230


SX-CBI





This Boeing 727-200 was built for LUFTHANSA (thus making her a 727-230). It's Construction number was 20791 and it's Line number was 1022. The 08th March 1974 was the day of her first flight. And she was registered D-ABVI.


She spent a few years flying for LUFTHANSA before she was transferred to CONDOR (the charter outlet of Lufthansa).


In 1990 Lufthansa sold her (together with D-ABKJ and D-ABTI) to OLYMPIC AIRWAYS of Greece. D-ABVI was transferred to Olympic on March the 3rd 1990. Re-registered SX-CBI she was named "Mount Dirfis" and flew on regular Olympic Airways service (sharing the sky with SX-CBA, CBB, CDC, CBD, CBE & CBF - Olympic's original 727s thus making them 727-284s).


By the end of 1992 SX-CBI was converted to a VIP aircraft and served as the presidential aircraft! For this purpose she was renamed "Alexander the Great". It was during that conversion that she was fitted with newer avionics and an advanced autopilot with autothrottle system.


During August 1995 she was again reconverted for regular passenger service retaining her new name and her registration. She entered Olympic Airways service again after having undergone a complete D-Check.











August 12, 1997: that day proved to be her last. Arriving from Athens and having completed a circling approach to Thessaloniki's airport in severe weather conditions (heavy thunderstorms, rain and heavy gusts), SX-CBI approached RWY 34. Landing well down the 2.400 meter runway she aquaplaned! The pilot turned her off the runway to the right to avoid running into the sea. This resulted in the left main gear being torn off and the left wing breaking into three sections! There was no fire and all eight crew members and the 26 passengers escaped injury!














